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My research: In his last letter to his younger sister, Graf asked her to carry on what the 
White Rose had begun. The events leading to Graf’s participation in the White Rose and 
his eventual death are well documented. The more personal aspects of his life, however, 
remain unexplored whether in German or English. My research and second dissertation 
focus on Graf’s formation in the Catholic youth movement, his personal development as 
reflected in the numerous works he read and the context in which he read them, and the 
factors that led him to move beyond passive criticism of the Nazi regime to risking his 
life not only for his own faith, but for that of others. 
 
 
“Jeder	Einzelne	trägt	die	ganze	Verantwortung.”		
“Every	individual	bears	full	responsibility.”	–	Willi	Graf	
	




